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Visit the Honors playlist on the 
Georgia Southern University YouTube 
channel to see professional videos 
of honors in action:
“Like” the University Honors Program 
on Facebook to keep up with 
news and events about the Honors 
Program throughout the year:
To learn more about the University 
Honors Program, visit our website:
CONNECT WITH THE UNIVERSITY HONORS 
PROGRAM YEAR ROUND
MISSION STATEMENT
FROM THE DIRECTOR
Dr. Steven Engel
Director, University Honors Program
The University Honors Program provides a small college atmosphere 
in the context of a large comprehensive university.  The program is 
designed to foster the development of a critical sense of inquiry, a spirit 
of creativity, a global perspective, and an ethic of civic responsibility. 
A hallmark of the program is the emphasis on bringing ideas to life 
through undergraduate research, experiential learning, and service-
learning opportunities. The University Honors Program at Georgia 
Southern University rests on a foundation of the following ideals that 
are inspired by the institution’s emphasis on engaged learning.
Critical Sense of Inquiry
Honors students will explore a variety of approaches to research designed 
to foster the pursuit of knowledge. Students will develop the ability 
to question with a healthy skepticism toward accepted opinion. The 
culmination of the undergraduate experience is an independent research 
or creative project designed to exemplify a critical approach to inquiry.
Honors students will embrace the idea that creativity is a virtue that 
should be experienced by all students, regardless of discipline. This 
spirit involves a respect for different ways of knowing and an openness 
to intellectual discussion and challenge.
Spirit of Creativity
Honors students will demonstrate an ethic of civic responsibility and 
exemplify the motto of the program, “Humility before Honor.” Students 
will be challenged to use their abilities and talents for the advancement 
of humanity and the pursuit of a greater good. The primary vehicle for 
the expression of civic responsibility is through service both to the 
university and the community.
Civic Responsibility
Honors students will develop a perspective which allows them to 
approach their chosen discipline from an international point of view. 
This outlook involves the critical exploration of global concerns and 
generation of proposed solutions to international problems. Honors 
education provides this worldwide perspective through academic 
courses, study abroad opportunities, and co-curricular experiences.
Global Perspective
Honors @ 
Georgia Southern
I am very excited that we are able to share the stories of Cassie and Kate Beasley 
in this issue. As I complete my eleventh year as Honors Program Director, I reflect with 
pride upon the many outstanding students we have been able to support and challenge 
in their studies. Cassie was among the very first students I recruited and offered a 1906 
Scholarship and Kate followed in the next year. I was lucky enough to teach both of 
them in honors seminars. I was struck at first at how similar they were in class—both 
were generally reserved but when they spoke it was incredibly insightful. Still, despite 
their similarities, they have very different personalities. Kate has a dry sense of humor 
that will make you chuckle whereas Cassie tells stories that can not help but lead you 
to join her in a full-throated laugh. I am thrilled (but not surprised) to see the success 
they are having in their young careers.
This year, enrollment in the University Honors Program reached over 500 students. 
While bigger does not equal better, I am delighted that we are able to offer more stu-
dents these intellectually challenging opportunities. This year’s issue of Honors @ Geor-
gia Southern includes a sampling of the many success stories of our honors students 
and our honors alumni.  Please feel free to let me know if you wish to share your story 
in next year’s issue or in one of our monthly newsletters. 
Sincerely yours,
Steve Engel
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On the cover: Honors alumnae Cassie (right) and Kate (left) 
Beasley with the books they have or will have published since 
graduation. 
Honors @ Georgia Southern staff with the National Collegiate Honors Council competition 
second place award for the 2015 magazine, the third award the magazine has won in five years.
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SISTERS, HONORS 
ALUMNAE PUBLISH 
FIRST BOOKS
Many esteemed writers begin their careers in the college 
classroom. F. Scott Fitzgerald wrote his first novel, This Side of Paradise, 
in lieu of studying for his classes at Princeton University. David Foster 
Wallace’s senior thesis culminated in his first published work, The Broom 
of the System. Donna Tartt spent her college years writing The Secret 
History, which launched her into literary stardom only a few years after 
graduation. Following in this tradition are Honors Program alumnae 
Kate and Cassie Beasley, who discovered their passions for novel-writing 
during their undergraduate years at Georgia Southern. As 1906 Scholars 
in the University Honors Program, they took a nontraditional approach 
to their Honors theses by embarking on writing their first novels.
“I grew a lot as a writer because of the Honors Program,” said Cassie, 
“The capstone requirement took me out of my comfort zone, which was 
writing short stories and poetry. It gave me the push I needed to tackle 
one of my first novel-length projects. I worked with my advanced fiction 
professor, Laura Valeri, on a Young Adult (YA) novel, and just having that 
structure in place that forced me to commit to a longer, more difficult piece 
was very helpful.”  
Kate worked on a middle grade novel under the guidance of 
Professor Sonya Huber. “It was the first time I’d ever worked on a novel-
length project,” she said, “and that experience helped me realize that 
this was the kind of writing I wanted to do.” 
Six years later, the Beasley sisters have not stopped writing. Although 
their honors theses did not culminate in their first published books, they 
gave Cassie and Kate the space to explore their talents and prepare 
themselves for their future careers as full-time novelists.  
Cassie, in fact, recently made the New York Times Bestsellers List. 
From December 20th, 2015 to January 3rd, her first novel, a middle 
grade fantasy book titled Circus Mirandus, held the tenth spot on the 
middle grade bestselling list, and it took the ninth spot the following 
week. Circus Mirandus has collected other accolades, as well: it was a 
New York Times Book Review Notable Children’s Book of 2015 and one 
of Amazon’s Best Children’s Books of the Year. 
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And while Kate’s debut middle grade novel, Gertie’s Leap to Greatness, 
will not make its way into bookstores and libraries until October 2016, 
anticipation for the novel is already mounting, as Entertainment Weekly 
published a sneak peak at its first chapter, lauding the novel’s central 
character as this generation’s Ramona Quimby.
Both debut novels 
follow headstrong 
fifth graders with lofty 
aspirations. Micah 
Tuttle escapes from his 
mean Aunt Gertrudis 
to the fantastical 
Circus Mirandus, 
where he hopes to 
find a mysterious 
illusionist called The 
Lightbender who owes 
Micah’s dying Grandpa 
Ephraim a miracle. 
In order to show her 
absent mother just 
what she’s missing, 
Gertie Reece Foy sets 
out to claim the title of 
Best Fifth Grader in the Universe, a mission that involves unseating current 
best fifth grader Mary Sue Spivey first.   
Kate and Cassie come from Claxton, Georgia, a rural community 
perhaps best-known for their world-famous fruitcakes, and while small 
towns have a certain reputation for producing gifted wordsmiths, 
family encouragement no doubt played a vital role in the cultivation of 
the Beasley sisters’ talents. 
“Our parents were big readers,” Kate said. “They read a lot of sci-
fi and fantasy, and so we always had these big bookshelves in our 
house. Buying books was always seen as a part of life. We went to the 
bookstore, and our mom would buy us any book we wanted.”
Cassie concurred: “They never restricted our reading at all, and they 
always encouraged it. They read aloud to us when we were younger. 
We actually still read aloud together as a family.” 
This familial love of literature informed Kate and Cassie’s courses 
of study at Georgia Southern, where they were both Honors students 
and 1906 Scholars majoring in writing and linguistics. But in spite of a 
childhood surrounded by books, neither Beasley sister entered college 
knowing for certain they wanted to make careers out of writing. 
“I didn’t declare a major until they made me,” Cassie admitted, “but I 
took an intro to creative writing class because I loved to read and knew 
I liked to write, but I didn’t know it was something I wanted to major in.”
Kate also fell in love with the writing classes, especially the workshops. 
In this unique type of class, a writer turns in his or her work to be read 
by every member of the class, and a roundtable discussion of the work’s 
merits and faults is held in the writer’s presence, who must remain silent. 
Very few undergraduate programs provide students with workshop 
experience, let alone have a freestanding writing department. 
“Georgia Southern’s program really prepares you well for grad 
school and publishing, mainly because of the workshops,” Kate said. “A 
lot of writing programs don’t have that, or they’re just a minor or part 
of the literature program, and it’s not the same.” 
Topics covered in Georgia Southern’s comprehensive writing 
program span from literary fiction to writing the undead. Among this 
eclectic array of classes, Kate and Cassie found themselves gravitating 
mostly toward children’s literature courses, especially Kate, who said, 
“You end up writing a wide variety of things—poetry, essays, nonfiction, 
stories—and towards the end of my career at GSU I really just knew 
the next book I wanted to write was a children’s story. I looked for grad 
school programs that emphasized this, and VCFA (Vermont College 
of Fine Arts) had one of the best programs in the country, and that’s 
where I ended up going. And Cassie was going too, so that was fun.”  
Cassie was more ambivalent. While much of her writing was geared 
toward younger readers, she still found herself writing for adults. 
“I wasn’t one-hundred percent sure I wanted to write for middle grades 
readers,” Cassie said. “I ended up choosing my grad school based on 
the vibe I got from the school when I applied and talked to faculty and 
students. I’m so glad I did, though, because it’s a wonderful program, and 
that’s actually where I wrote and essentially finished Circus Mirandus.” 
The Vermont College of Fine Arts, located in Vermont’s small and 
scenic capital city, Montpelier, offers several graduate programs in the 
fine arts, including a low-residency Masters of Fine Arts in Writing for 
Children and Young Adults. This low-residency program allows students 
to complete their degree largely at home, with the exception of ten days 
spent in on campus each semester. Cassie described these meeting times 
as “extremely intensive,” a period during which she, Kate, and their fellow 
students gathered to workshop each other’s writing, attend lectures, and 
meet with faculty advisors. While this approach to obtaining a master’s 
degree is non-traditional, Kate and Cassie both agree that working with 
a mentor from far away mimics the editor/author relationship. 
“While you’re at home writing, you work with one faculty member, 
which is very similar to working with an editor. It really prepares you for 
that aspect of writing,” Kate said. 
Such preparation undoubtedly paid off—soon after graduation, both 
Cassie and Kate sold their novels, an astounding accomplishment that 
few writers reach so quickly after finishing their studies. Circus Mirandus 
was picked up by Dial Books for Young Readers, a division of the Penguin 
Young Readers Group, while Gertie’s Leap to Greatness will soon be 
released by Farrar Straus & Giroux Books for Young Readers.
Cassie explained the process of transitioning from VCFA to the 
world of publishing: “I was very lucky. Circus Mirandus’ publication was 
so smooth. You hear all these horror stories about how hard it is to get 
an agent, how hard it is to get an editor, but I came out of grad school 
with Circus Mirandus very polished, and I ended up signing with my first 
choice agent about a month later. We found an editor, and the book 
came out a year after we sold it, which is unusually fast.”
Kate had a similarly pleasant search for an agent and publisher for 
Gertie’s Leap to Greatness. Before beginning the hunt for an agent, however, 
Kate spent her first year after school revising and rewriting her novel. 
“It was a big job,” Kate said of the revision process. “But I ended up 
signing with a really great agent who I absolutely love, and after going 
through another revision, we sold the book.”
After experiencing both their undergraduate and graduate 
programs together, Cassie and Kate shared yet another milestone—
they sold their novels within a week of each other.
Being a full-time novelist involves long, solitary days spent with 
a notebook or laptop, but it also entails a great deal of teamwork. In 
addition to the editor and writer relationship, finished novels are a product 
of the efforts of publicists, people in marketing, artists, cover designers—
and, Kate revealed, even calligraphers who just do the lettering.
“After the book is bought,” she explained, “it becomes this big team 
project, with everybody working toward the same goal of getting it to 
be a better book, and that’s fun. When you’re writing the first draft, 
and editing and revising, you’re so lonely because you’re just working 
by yourself, but then it becomes this big group project, in a good way.”
Cassie shared a similar sentiment: “When you get the chance to 
meet all these people, you realize that every book you see on the shelf 
is a product of so many people’s time and love and energy. It’s really a 
humbling experience.”
Not only do writers interact with their creative team, but they also get the 
chance to travel across the country to visit their readers. After the publication 
of Circus Mirandus, Cassie had the opportunity to bring Circus Mirandus to 
life in bookstores and classrooms through readings and Q&A sessions. 
“I love to go on school visits,” said Cassie. “That’s a really big part of my 
job now. I go visit schools and talk to classes about the book and about 
reading and writing. The kids are all so excited about books, and they’re 
really eager to tell you who their favorite author is, so that’s really fun.” 
While at a reading in North Carolina, she and Kate caught up with 
Bob Frigo, the former Assistant Director of the Honors Program.
“It is not often that I get the opportunity to attend a reading by a 
former student whose work appears on the New York Times Best Sellers 
list,” said Frigo. “It was a true delight to meet up with Cassie and Kate 
at Quail Ridge Books in Raleigh, North Carolina. Cassie is clearly an 
accomplished author, and her ability to host a question and answer 
session with young readers at the event was nothing short of masterful.”
One of Cassie’s many stops included Georgia Southern, where she 
delivered a reading followed by a question and answer session. 
“It was particularly meaningful hearing Cassie read from Circus 
Mirandus, which is a brilliant novel, that rare fantasy novel which 
delivers a serious message about faith very subtly,” said Dr. Richard 
Flynn, an English professor here at Georgia Southern. “Both Kate and 
Cassie are wonderful writers and it thrills me and makes me proud to 
see their well-deserved success.”
Cassie enjoyed the chance to return to her alma mater, as well: “Not 
that long ago, I was sitting in the audience during author visits, wondering 
if I would ever have the chance to read from my own published work in 
front of an audience. I feel so lucky that I get to do that now, and that I 
was invited to do it at a place that has played such a tremendous role in 
my growth as a writer. And the support from my professors! I was thrilled 
to see so many of my literature and writing professors at the reading, 
people who I admire and love. It felt like coming home.” 
Somewhere around one in the morning toward the end of her 
senior year, Cassie was notified of her first publication—one of her 
poems had been accepted to a literary journal, an accomplishment 
that necessitated waking up Kate, who was already sleeping. 
“I ran in her room and woke her up, and she was like, ‘what’s wrong, 
what’s wrong?’” Cassie remembers. “And I was like, ‘I’m being published!’”
In spite of the late hour, Kate could not help but be happy for her 
sister; after all, for the Beasley sisters, part of the joy of being novelists 
comes from getting to work together every day.
“It’s the best part,” Kate said. “We went to undergraduate together, 
and we were in all these workshops together, and we went to grad school 
together, so we kind of have the same sort of vocabulary when we talk 
about writing. And we’re sisters, so we’re not afraid to be really honest.”
Cassie agreed, adding, “And I totally respect her opinion. Everything 
she comments on in my writing I either try to change or at least address 
in some way, and she does the same thing.” From providing instant 
feedback on new drafts to celebrating successes in the middle of the 
night, writing is never a truly solitary undertaking for Cassie or Kate, 
but an experience they feel incredibly lucky to share. In fact, after their 
interview, they planned to head back to Claxton and get straight back 
to work. “As soon as we get home, I’m going to read the first draft of 
Cassie’s new novel and edit it and make notes,” Kate said.
“I’m going to combine her notes with my editor’s notes and we’re 
going to write a good second draft.” Here, Cassie paused. “Hopefully. 
Keep your fingers crossed for me.”
With their record of success, we doubt we’ll need to. 
“I Grew A lot 
As A Writer 
Because of 
the Honors 
Program.”
Cassie Beasley
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What began as a regular luncheon turned 
into a career-defining moment for Zack 
Davidson, a senior computer science major. 
Last year, Davidson attended a lunch event 
hosted by the College of Engineering and 
Information Technology (CEIT), where he 
met and exchanged contact information with 
Jim Scholefield, former CTO of Coca-Cola 
and current CIO of Nike, Inc. This meeting 
ultimately led to a Coca-Cola summer 
internship for Davidson, a coveted position not 
usually awarded to college students. Davidson 
spent three months at Coca-Cola’s Technology 
Plaza in Atlanta as a data analytics platform 
developer/administrator, where he worked 
primarily with a program called Splunk. His 
job was to develop and deploy an enhanced 
monitoring and reporting solution for the IT 
operations activity of job scheduling, such as 
running the payroll system.  Davidson’s task 
not only required him to build search scripts 
and dashboards for monitoring and reporting 
to update an outdated system, but he also 
had to learn how to use Splunk, a program 
with which he had little experience.  
“I was at Coca-Cola for three months,” 
said Davidson, “and in that time, I went from 
knowing nothing about Splunk to teaching 
other interns and employees how to use it. 
People were actually coming to my meetings 
just to hear me talk about it.” 
After learning how to navigate Splunk, 
Davidson was able to create and deploy an 
enterprise-production ready application in only 
four weeks. Not only that, but he also gained 
valuable insight into working in the IT field. 
“I completed this internship because I 
wanted to learn as much as possible,” said 
Davidson. “I don’t want to just be a guy with a 
degree. I like to go to new environments and 
blow people away.” 
After graduation, he plans to do just that as 
he moves to Austin, Texas to work as a Software 
Developer for General Motors.
Out of the 
Classroom and 
into the Real 
Thing
Zack Davidson
The typical study abroad program usually 
allows students to experience another culture 
through a classroom environment, but Jenny 
Shaffer’s second summer in Germany found 
her outside the traditional college experience, 
conducting cutting-edge research in her field 
alongside professionals instead of sitting in 
a classroom. As one of 312 recipients of the 
Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst 
(DAAD) Research Internship in Science and 
Engineering, Shaffer (German/mechanical 
engineering ’17) spent three months at Ruhr-
Universität in Bochum, one of Germany’s 
industrial hubs. Her internship focused on 
material science, a subfield of mechanical 
engineering built on researching new 
materials and improving materials already 
in use. She assisted a doctoral candidate, 
Maximillian Walter, with his thesis research on 
the development of new high speed steels to 
compare to the industry standard. 
“What we wanted was metal with better 
wear resistance at higher temperatures,” 
said Shaffer. “My job was to take metals the 
industry was using, run them through several 
different types of heat treatments, and then 
see which one worked best. Then I took that 
treatment and tested it on our steels.” 
Not only was their preliminary work on 
Walter’s thesis highly successful, but this 
project also bolstered Shaffer’s interest in 
material science and let her see parts of 
Germany one does not usually visit while 
studying abroad. Last summer, she joined 
several Georgia Southern students in 
Regensburg for a cultural immersion study 
abroad trip.
“Regensberg was much more rural than 
Bochum, but the cultural immersion aspect of 
last summer’s trip gave me the language skills 
to connect with my coworkers,” said Shaffer. 
Bochum was not the only new landmark 
on Shaffer’s itinerary. During one weekend, 
she gathered with her fellow DAAD interns in 
Heidelberg, a city of flourishing culture and 
historical charm, where hundreds of students 
from varying fields exchanged and presented 
their research.
“I loved getting to hear the other interns 
talk about their research,” said Shaffer. “It was 
cool to see students so passionate about what 
they were studying.”
 This summer she will return to Germany 
a third time for another exciting research 
opportunity. Shaffer received another 
internship through the DAAD RISE 
Professional Program, this time with Bosch, 
a multinational engineering and electronics 
company, in Stuttgart, Germany. Her position 
will require her to investigate the effects of 
environmental load and design geometry on 
localized corrosion behavior of aluminum and 
aluminum-alloy automotive parts.
Shaffer said, “I’m really excited to get to 
work with such a well-known company in the 
automotive field.”
Engineering 
Research in 
Germany
Jenny Shaffer
HONORS IN ACTION
HONORS 
IN ACTION
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Riley Theis (chemistry ’16) is engaged in 
research that reaches for the stars, and this 
past year her work shone brightly as she 
received a first-place award for her research 
talk at the Southeastern Undergraduate 
Research Conference (SURC).
Theis’ presentation, entitled, “Spectroscopic, 
Structural, and Energetic Analysis of Noble 
Gas Cations,” is at the core of her thesis 
research in the subfield of chemistry called 
astrochemistry, a branch of science dedicated 
to better understanding the universe and its 
chemical components. 
Her work focuses specifically on noble gases 
and their ability to create molecular bonds. A 
recent break-through in the field discovered 
a noble gas molecule, argon hydride, in an 
exploded star. This was a watershed moment 
in astrochemistry as noble gases typically are 
incapable of bonding to form molecules. This 
discovery inspired Theis’ project, in which she 
tested other noble gases for the ability to 
bond in space, focusing on argon and neon.
“My mentor, Dr. Fortenberry, was very 
interested in the recent discovery of argon 
hydride, and I became interested in it as well,” 
Theis explained. “We wanted to know if other 
bonds like this were possible.”
Because these chemical bonds can only occur 
in space, Theis’ research is grounded in theory. 
She tested four different reactions to see if they 
could produce molecules similar to the one 
found in space. Her research gives optimism to 
the search for other noble gas molecules.
“Our breakthrough occurred with ArOH+,” 
Theis said. “This molecule had the highest bond 
strength of all the ones we tested, meaning it 
has a high potential of being found in space.”
In addition to presenting at SURC in 
January, Theis also presented at the National 
American Chemistry Society meeting in 
Boston last August.  Theis learned a lot at 
both conferences, which drew professors, 
scientists, and students from all over the 
world, and found them to be excellent 
opportunities for meeting professionals in her 
field and individuals who shared her passion 
for astrochemistry.
“It is truly gratifying to know that people took 
interest in my research and appreciated all my 
hard work,” she said. “These conferences are a 
great place for networking and just getting to 
talk about things you enjoy. It was great to be 
able to see all the research that’s out there.”
Theis’ Research 
Shines Brightly 
at Conferences
Riley Theis
Cassy Pelton knows that she needs to keep 
her eye on the target whether she is working 
on research for her honors thesis, training 
at the Shooting Sports Education Center at 
Georgia Southern, presiding over Georgia 
Southern’s Archery Club, or preparing for the 
World Indoor Archery Championship, which 
she competed in this March in Ankara, Turkey. 
Pelton (biology/pre-med ’18) first fell in 
love with archery the summer before her 
freshman year of high school. After returning 
to Georgia from Germany, she stayed with 
her grandparents in Florida while her parents 
looked for a house near Fort Stewart. One 
day, her grandfather handed her a bow and 
arrow, and she was hooked. 
“I completely fell in love,” said Pelton, “but 
I didn’t consider shooting with a team until 
I attended a local wildlife festival. The 4-H 
Club had an archery booth, and after I shot 
an arrow, they told me I should join the high 
school archery team. The rest is history.” 
Since then, Pelton has progressed rapidly, 
going all the way to the World Indoor Archery 
Team Trials in Lansing, Michigan, where she 
won a tiebreaker for third place. 
Pelton said, “I was under the highest 
pressure I’d ever felt, but that just made my 
victory even sweeter.”  
By competing on the international level 
against archers from all across the globe, 
Pelton was able to prepare for her main goal—
competing in the 2020 Olympics. 
“I think the competition in Turkey was a 
great stepping stone,” she said. “Lots of 
athletes who eventually compete in the 
Olympics start at international competitions 
like this one, and it’s definitely helpful to have 
archery experience outside of the United 
States before going to the Olympics.” 
Maintaining a strong academic record, 
especially while on the pre-med track, and 
training for a major athletic competition both 
require focus, something Pelton applies to 
both archery and research.  
“Many of the projects in the lab right now 
are dealing with altering genes in the brains 
of zebra fish and observing how the fish 
develop,” said Pelton. “Even though we’re 
still in the beginning stages of research, I’m 
excited to see how this research develops and 
relates back to my studies.”
Focused on the 
Target
Cassy Pelton
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It is difficult to spot 
Connor Rentz (film 
and production ’19) 
without a camera in his 
hands. Between classes 
and on the weekends, 
Rentz can usually be 
found working on his 
latest short film, doing 
anything from editing 
the script to shooting 
scenes. Considering 
his commitment to and 
passion for filmmaking, it 
is no surprise that Rentz’s 
latest short film, Spectrum, was his first nationally distributed film. This 
past December, Spectrum was available to watch on Virgin Airline’s in-
flight entertainment system, Red, on their “best of the web” feature.
Rentz’s short film was one of five films chosen from the Jury Award 
winners of Campus Movie Fest, the world’s largest student film festival, 
to be screened by Virgin America, besting hundreds of other Jury 
Award-winning films from universities across the globe. Spectrum’s 
ascension into the sky, however, began at Georgia Southern. 
“The idea for this short film came around when we first heard that 
Georgia Southern was participating in Campus Movie Fest,” said 
Rentz. “Since the rules required entries to be shorter than five minutes, 
I wanted to do something unique.”
Perhaps Rentz’s film stood out against the competition because of 
its unusual stylistic elements. Not only was it the only silent film chosen 
by Virgin America, but it also makes use of color symbolism, an artistic 
choice alluded to by the film’s title. 
Of the film’s plot, Rentz said, “Spectrum is essentially a timeless love 
story—boy likes girl, boy gets separated from girl, boy and girl are 
reunited—told simply through colors and music.” 
In spite of the script’s ostensible simplicity, filming called for an 
elaborate backdrop. Alongside David Besh, the film’s co-editor and 
producer, Rentz travelled to Lookout Mountain, Georgia, where he 
enlisted high school friends to help him with the shoot at Lula Lake 
Land Trust, a picturesque nature reserve that boasts, among other 
natural wonders, a 100-foot waterfall. Shooting at Lula Lake involved 
a bit of luck; as a nonprofit location, it is only open to the public two 
Saturdays each month. Luckily for Rentz and his crew, they happened 
to find themselves at Lula Lake during its “Founders’ Weekend,” the 
only weekend during the year when it is opened two days in a row. 
“We were incredibly lucky we were there at the right time, because 
Lula Lake perfectly matched the script, allowing for a dynamic range of 
natural scenery,” said Rentz. “The staff was also incredibly supportive 
of our shoot and eager to help us. We’re proud to have made the first 
film ever shot at Lula Lake.”
After editing the film, Rentz submitted it to Campus Movie Fest, 
where it competed against around forty other films created by 
Georgia Southern students. Not only was Spectrum named one of the 
four Jury Award winners, but it also won two Silver Tripod Awards—the 
only film to do so—for Best Production Design and Best Special Effects. 
This victory allows Rentz to compete in the Grand Finale, which will be 
held this summer in Atlanta, Georgia. Seeing his film featured on Virgin 
America flights was an unexpected perk, albeit Rentz’s favorite part of 
his Campus Movie Fest experience.  
“It’s amazing to have this type of success as a college freshman,” Rentz 
said. “Finally, I had the chance to say a film of mine was ‘now playing.’”
Valerie Welty (math ’16) won a Patterson Prize for her undergraduate 
presentation at the Mathematical Association of America (MAA) 
Southeastern Section Meeting at the University of Alabama-Birmingham. 
The prize is for outstanding undergraduate presentations at the 
conference, and Welty won for research she conducted for her thesis.
Welty also presented her research, entitled, “Mathematical Models 
for Infectious Disease Epidemics, With an Emphasis on Measles and 
Computer Simulation,” at the Joint Mathematics Meetings this past 
January in Seattle, WA.
“For my thesis, I created a program that simulates a measles 
outbreak based on such factors as self-quarantine, contact rates, and 
vaccines,” Welty said.
This Java-based computer program allows one to input different 
variables to determine various methods for preventing the spread of 
measles. Welty, for example, used this program to look at the amount 
of vaccination needed to keep a measles epidemic from worsening. 
Her preliminary results suggest that vaccine percentages above ninety 
decreases the chance of an epidemic, and that contact rate has a huge 
influence over the likelihood of an outbreak. 
Creating this program required Welty to familiarize herself with 
programming, a field with which she was initially only slightly familiar.
“I had to teach myself more programming beyond what I had learned in 
an introductory course,” said Welty. “It was definitely a learning experience.” 
In addition to navigating more complex programming, Welty also 
had to prepare herself for another first—her first research conference. 
She did not let this fact 
intimidate her, however.
“The poster presentation 
went very well, and I 
received positive feedback 
from the judges. It was great 
to have the set attention of 
three professionals in my 
field, especially because 
they were able to give me 
perspectives on my research 
outside of just mine and my 
mentor’s.”  
Welty was able to 
take this feedback and 
incorporate it into futher 
research as she completed her honors thesis. Not only did this 
experience give Welty valuable criticism for her thesis, but it also gave 
her the chance to network in her field.  
“I was able to attend so many talks from math professionals and 
hear other really interesting presentations,” said Welty. “It was an 
awesome experience.”
This fall, Welty will move to Nashville, Tennessee, where she will 
begin graduate research at Vanderbilt University’s PhD program in 
Biostatistics.
Math, Measles, and a Computer Simulation
CONNOR RENTZ’S Film Career Takes Flight
PHOTO BY EMILY BEE
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Collin Daly’s (electrical engineering ’16) 
honors thesis deals with a problem we have all 
encountered—video buffering on the Internet. 
Many Netflix binges have been interrupted 
due to that pesky rotating circle, signifying a 
discrepancy between the bandwidth needed 
to play the video and the bandwidth that 
is actually available, but Daly’s research 
strives to find a solution. His thesis, entitled 
“Predicting H.265 Video Traffic Using Neural 
Networks,” focuses on using artificial neural 
networks to replicate the way the mind solves 
a problem in order to predict the amount of 
networking space the bandwidth requires to 
stream high-definition video. Surprisingly, this 
field of research is still in its nascent stages.
“The video coding format we’re working with 
is almost brand new,” said Daly. “The number of 
papers relating to this are almost nonexistent. 
It’s something new that has a lot of potential that 
we’re trying to move forward with.”
While this line of study is still developing, 
its importance should not be underestimated; 
within the next four to five years, Cisco 
predicts that multimedia, particularly high-
definition video, will account for nearly all 
of the Internet’s traffic. Currently, networks 
cannot sustain that level of activity, so Daly 
has tasked himself with trying to figure out 
how to break this data into 
smaller, sustainable chunks.
Daly said, “We’re using neural 
networks to replicate how the 
brain works. In other words, we’re 
using many slower, more accurate 
calculations at the same time 
rather than a series of faster, less 
efficient, and more error-prone 
calculations so we can figure out 
how much bandwidth is required 
to play high-def videos without 
waiting for them to buffer.”
This experiment involved 
comparing two different styles 
of network, a recurrent system 
using error correction and one 
that did not. Of the two, the 
former proved to be a much 
better system and will be used as 
a basis for further research.
In the meantime, Daly took 
his findings to both the Georgia Collegiate 
Honors Council conference at Augusta 
University and the American Society for 
Engineering Education (ASEE) conference 
at the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa. 
At both meetings, Daly had the distinction of 
being the only undergraduate representing 
Georgia Southern.
“Attending both conferences gave me a lot 
of perspective,” said Daly. “The engineering 
conference was obviously much more tailored 
to my project, so there was much more general 
interest and many technical questions. It was 
interesting to see the other side at the general 
honors conference, though, because you get 
feedback from students coming from different 
disciplines, bringing fresh perspectives to your 
project.”
Daly’s hard work won him second place in 
the undergraduate research division of the 
ASEE conference, an award well-deserved.
“Conferences like these are really 
encouraging,” he said. “They give you the 
opportunity to realize that there is an outlet 
for research, and that we can contribute 
to conversations in our fields in meaningful 
ways.”
Buffering. . . 
Re. . . search
Marketing and logistics and intermodal 
transportation double major Taylor Yancey 
(’17) was recently awarded the National Retail 
Foundation’s (NRF) Rising Star Scholarship, 
winning an all-expense paid trip to New York 
City, where she attended the NRF’s Gala, an 
exclusive party kicking off the BIG Show event 
for its corporate members.
“It was pretty intimidating being in a room 
full of important people; everyone in that 
room was a CEO. I even got to meet famous 
designer Tory Burch!”
Yancey first heard about the scholarship 
from Dr. Trey Denton, Honors Coordinator for 
the College of Business, who recommended 
her for the award.
Dr. Denton directed her to Dr. Kathleen 
Gruben, who helped her complete her 
application, which consisted of an essay about 
how Yancey saw herself going into retail in the 
future. The plans she outlined in that essay 
have quickly become a reality.
Yancey attended a career fair while on her 
trip to New York and had the opportunity to 
speak with Ryan Foster, the Senior Director of 
Replenishment at Walmart. He spoke in front 
of a large group of students, but Yancey knew 
she was only one of two students in attendance 
who had a focus on logistics and made a point 
to introduce herself directly. That initiative 
opened up a new opportunity for her.
“He was very excited and we talked for a 
minute before he said that he knew he needed to 
interview me. We set up a time, went through the 
interview, and he hired me after one interview,” 
said Yancey. “I traveled to Bentonville, AK this 
Spring Break to tour their facility and finish up 
some paperwork. I will be starting June of 2017. 
I’m very excited for this opportunity.”
Yancey feels extremely grateful to already 
have a job lined up after graduation.
“I’m nervous but excited,” she said of this 
opportunity. “I can’t wait to see what this new 
adventure will bring!”
Winning an Award,
Earning A Job
Taylor Yancey
HONORS IN ACTION
Head lice—the mere mention of these pesky 
creatures is often enough to make anyone 
cringe or scratch a phantom itch on their scalp, 
but for Matthew Anderson (’17 mathematics), 
lice have given him an itch for research.
Working alongside Dr. Marina Eremeeva, 
Anderson has investigated new approaches 
to the treatment of human head louse 
infestations, and his hard work was recently 
awarded with the 2016 ASM Undergraduate 
Research Fellowship (URF) Program Award by 
the Education Board of the American Society 
for Microbiology (ASM).
This award provides a stipend for guided 
research during the summer and pays his 
travel expenses to attend the 2017 ASM 
Research Capstone Institute. Additionally, he 
will present his research at the ASM Microbe 
Meeting in New Orleans.
Anderson was introduced to this project this 
past September when he changed his major 
to mathematics and developed an interest in 
bioinformatics and molecular biology.
“I’m really interested in biostatistics and 
bioinformatics and its uses in answering 
questions about public health or biological 
sciences,” said Anderson. “I feel the 
mathematics major is giving me excellent 
quantitative skills that will help me with my 
future goals in biostatistics and bioinformatics.
By joining this ongoing project, Anderson 
has the opportunity to work with both biology 
and matters concerning public health. Their 
research focuses on understanding the role 
endosymbionts have in lice. This can help 
identify new treatments for lice, which are 
becoming increasingly difficult to eradicate, 
primarily through detecting an endosymbiont 
called Wolbachia. Endosymbionts are bacteria 
that live inside other cells and provide benefits 
to their hosts, such as synthesizing nutrients to 
provide the cell with nourishment, so creating 
an antibiotic to kill them could help treat 
difficult cases of lice.
“Already-existing studies suggest Wolbachia 
should be present in lice,” said Anderson. 
“Our goal is to identify it and understand the 
metabolic role it provides to lice. Just knowing 
it’s there can provide useful insight into the 
treatment and evolution of lice in general.”
Anderson’s role in this project began this 
January, and he is excited to see where it goes 
in the future.
He said, “It’s an honor to get to work with 
Dr. Eremeeva. She’s got so much knowledge 
on microbiology—it’s amazing, really. She has 
been very supportive, and I am lucky to have 
this opportunity. I can’t wait for people to see 
our work at the symposium next spring.”
AWARD-WInning
Head-Scratching 
Research
Matthew Anderson
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Georgia Southern’s Mock Mediation Club 
is one of the largest and most successful 
mediation teams in the United States. Thanks 
to the efforts of its thirty-five members, it has 
brought home endless accolades from both 
regional and national tournaments. Only two 
years ago, however, it was not even recognized 
as a student organization. 
In 2013, honors student Dylan John 
(construction management ’16) convinced 
two friends to compete in the regional mock 
mediation tournament. John’s expectations 
were exceeded when his team won seven 
awards and qualified for nationals, but without 
university funding or support, attending 
nationals seemed like a faraway dream. 
“During a presentation at World Congress, 
we had to admit that we weren’t going to be 
able to go to nationals, due to funding,” said 
John, “but then one of the judges offered us a 
generous donation and said, ‘if I give you this, 
will you go?’”
This pivotal moment in Mock Mediation 
Club’s growth allowed the club to win 8th in 
2014 nationals during its first year of existence, 
as well as to receive support from the 
university. Since then, the club has expanded 
from John and his two friends to include 
thirty-five people, including honors students 
Jessica Shanken (international studies ’16), 
Giselle Devot (communication studies ’16), and 
Brandi Hawkins (pre-nursing ’18). Each of these 
students fill a leadership role in the club and 
have contributed to its success in many areas, 
from competition to service-learning. 
“Mock mediation isn’t just about 
competing,” said Shanken, president of Mock 
Mediation Club. “We’re trying to work with 
other student organizations to do something 
for the student body. We’ve also been 
working with service-learning by teaching 
at-risk youth mediation skills.”
Devot, the Vice President of Public 
Relations and Community Engagement, 
elaborated on the club’s community 
involvement: “Next semester we’re planning 
to become more involved with campus by 
collaborating with other organizations and 
finding opportunities to spread conflict 
resolution skills to fellow students.” 
In addition to their community involvement, 
the Mock Mediation Club has found immense 
success at various tournaments. At last year’s 
Regional Mediation Tournament, hosted 
by Brenau University from October 8-9, the 
club received several awards, including four 
of the top twenty advocates, two of the top 
ten individual mediators, one of the top six 
teams in the advocate/client team category, 
and one of the top six teams in the mediation 
team category. These awards qualified the 
team for the undergraduate international 
competition in Des Moines, Iowa, which took 
place in early November.
Shanken said, “Getting ready for competition 
this year was hectic, yet so rewarding. It was so 
cool to see everyone so excited, lights in their 
eyes, as we prepared for competition in Iowa.” 
But even for a team that consistently excels, 
winning is not everything. One of the club’s 
primary foci is helping its members develop 
leadership and communication skills. 
Hawkins, the club’s secretary, spoke about 
how joining Mock Mediation Club helped her 
step outside of her comfort zone. “When I first 
started college, I was really shy, but I wanted to 
keep up the level of involvement I had in high 
school. After observing a competition, I thought, 
‘if they can do this, I can, too,’ and from there, 
I jumped into it. Now I’m not afraid to speak at 
rotunda tables or at meetings. Mediation has 
expanded my leadership abilities—I’ve come 
such a long way.” 
Perhaps the Mock Mediation Club’s 
achievements can be credited to their focus on 
the personal growth and development of each 
of their members, as well as their dedication to 
further understanding mediation techniques.   
“We don’t go to competition to win, but to 
learn,” said Shanken, “and that’s why we win.”
Honors Students 
Find Success in 
Mock Mediation 
Competitions
With hundreds of literary magazines in circulation and thousands 
of writers peddling their prose and poetry, sometimes writing can feel 
like shouting into an echo chamber. Short stories languish in obscure 
magazines; journals go under a month after their conception. While 
breaking into the literary scene can be a daunting expedition, four 
writing and linguistics majors, three of them Honors students, joined 
creative forces to found a publication with potential staying power. 
Over Christmas break, Ben Baker, Devan Pride, Kristen Flippo, and 
Aleyna Rentz created Moonglasses Magazine, a bimonthly online 
journal devoted to humorous, experimental writing.
“It all started with Ben,” Flippo (’16) said. “He’s one of the funniest, 
most talented writers in our department, but all his fiction is so weird 
that it doesn’t quite fit the traditional aesthetic of most literary journals, 
so we thought, why not fill that space by creating our own journal?”  
After coming up with a clear focus for the magazine, the students 
were eager to begin working on it right away.   
Pride (’17) said, “When we first threw around the idea of starting 
a publication, I was really excited for the chance to contribute to 
something that will last, something that will give us a chance to break 
into the publishing world. It’s a learning experience for all of us.”   
Getting Moonglasses off the ground involved meticulous planning; 
its founders had to decide on its aesthetic, submission guidelines, 
and publication dates, among other details. Writing and linguistics 
professor Jared Yates Sexton provided guidance and feedback during 
the process of creating the magazine. 
“It’s valuable for students to be involved in projects like this,” Sexton 
said. “It gives them the opportunity to see the other side of publishing and 
learn firsthand how literary journals function. I’m proud of the initiative 
these guys took, and I can’t wait to see where Moonglasses goes next.” 
After a few weeks of intense work, including web design and writing 
content for the website’s masthead and about sections, Moonglasses 
Magazine was ready to accept submissions. 
With listings on Duotrope, Entropy 
Magazine’s “Where to Submit” list, and the 
support of several other literary journals 
and writers on Twitter, the magazine found 
contributors almost immediately.   
“As soon as we opened submissions, we 
got tons of writing right away,” said Rentz 
(’17). “We did not expect such a massive 
response in such a short amount of time.”
Reading through so many short 
stories and poems and choosing which 
ones were suited for publication proved 
challenging, according to Flippo. 
“The hardest part was choosing who gets 
accepted and who doesn’t. We received 
lots of great work, so it’s hard to pick, 
especially because humor is subjective. 
Also, lots of times people will submit things 
that are beautifully written but not our 
style, so it’s hard to reject them.” 
Another difficulty in running a journal 
while balancing schoolwork is time 
management. Reading submissions, 
updating social media, and keeping the website running smoothly 
requires hours of hard work each week, a time commitment Pride says 
is ultimately worth it.
“You just have to set aside certain times for getting things done,” Pride 
said. “This is something that has the potential to break into the literary 
world, so we need to devote ourselves one-hundred percent to it.” 
Their hard work paid off. In February, the first issue of Moonglasses was 
released, featuring the work of several established writers. 
“I was so excited for our first issue,” Flippo said. “It was just a few days 
before my birthday, so it was like an early birthday present for me.”
Rentz said, “This just proved to me that if you want to do something, 
all you have to do is commit 
yourself to it and go for it.” 
With a successful April issue 
and several pieces already 
lined up for the June edition, 
the editors are optimistic for 
the future of Moonglasses.
 “I can see us really 
expanding in the future. I’d 
like for us to start accepting 
artwork, maybe eventually 
run a print edition,” said Pride.
“Working on this magazine 
with my friends has been such 
a fun, rewarding experience,” 
said Flippo. “I just want 
Moonglasses to bring as much 
joy to our readers as it brings 
to us.”
Visit www.moonglassesmag.com/submission-guidelines 
for information on submitting work to Moonglasses
Adventures in Independent Journal Publishing
Alenya Rentz, Kristen Flippo, and Devan Pride work on the next issue of 
Moonglasses Magazine
HONORS IN ACTION
Members of Georgia Southern’s Mock Mediation Club with various awards from regional and national tournaments
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Sarah Roessler (chemistry ‘16) is on the leading edge of the search 
for blood substitutes administered in treating traumatic injuries. 
Her research on click reactions in certain polymers used in these 
substitutes is the focus of her thesis and a recent presentation 
at the American Chemical Society (ACS) in San Diego. Roessler’s 
poster presentation in the Chemical Education Division (CHED) 
provided an overview of her research project, titled “Incorporation 
of TEMPO and PEG functionalities into ROMP polymers via click 
reaction.”
This research focused on the development of ROMP (Ring 
Opening Metathesis Polymerization) polymers containing the 
functional groups 2,2,6,6-tetramethylpiperdin-1-oxyl (TEMPO) and 
polyethylene glycol (PEG). Both of these functional groups are 
known to have a detoxifying effect on cell-free hemoglobin and 
effect vasodilation in the bloodstream. 
“This was interesting to me because, when bonded to cell-free 
hemoglobin, the polymers may be useful for the treatment of 
severe traumatic brain injuries as they convert the reactive oxygen 
species (ROS), in particular the superoxide anion, released by the 
cell-free hemoglobin into less harmful species,” said Roessler. 
“Such modified hemoglobin solutions could be used as a blood 
substitute with a better shelf life than donor blood, also while 
possessing a high compatibility with any recipient.” 
Her mentor, Dr. Hans-Joerg Schanz, commended Roessler’s 
initiative on the project. “Sarah was an extremely interested and 
motivated research student who personally invested a lot of time 
and energy into the understanding of the click reaction with the 
ROMP monomers,” he said. “Not only did she optimize the reaction 
conditions for the click, but she also managed to synthesize the 
first polymers in this project.  She was taking us a real step forward 
in accomplishing our goal of synthesizing a new generation of 
hemoglobin-based oxygen carriers.”
Presenting at the conference gave Roessler the opportunity 
to meet many like-minded scholars in her field, including other 
individuals who were 
interested in the polymer 
aspect and the click reaction 
of her project. 
“I encountered someone 
who was also working with 
click reactions, but to create 
dual-action antibiotics, 
which shows how important 
researching this type of 
method is for the future of 
healthcare,” said Roessler. 
“I also met a representative 
from the University of Kansas who was interested in my research 
and approached me about graduate school.”
In addition to networking opportunities, ACS provided Roessler 
with the chance to interact with vendors and companies looking to 
hire new graduates. One of her favorite parts of the conference 
involved exhibitors showcasing new technological developments 
related to scientific equipment.  
“I was most fascinated by the laboratory robotics being 
developed to perform many advanced functions related to 
experimentation and research,” Roessler said. 
Perhaps one of the best perks of presenting research in San 
Diego was getting to experience the city itself. In her free time, 
Roessler visited such iconic spots as Coronado Beach and the San 
Diego Zoo, adding a touch of biology to an otherwise chemistry-
centric trip.
“I am grateful for the opportunity to attend my first ACS National 
meeting and visit the beautiful city of San Diego,” said Roessler. 
“This experience allowed me to appreciate the ability to network 
with peers and experts in chemistry and related disciplines as well 
as further broaden my appreciation for scientific research.
SEARCHING FOR BLOOD Substitutes
This semester, we welcomed new administrative assistant Sue 
Guadagno to the Honors staff. She joined us from the Department 
of Foreign Languages, where she was the administrative assistant 
for around three years. A Georgia Southern employee since 2006, 
Guadagno is excited about working with both Honors students and 
staff.
“While researching the position, one of the things that really stood 
out to me was the longevity of the previous administrative assistant,” 
said Guadagno. “If somebody stays in one department for that long, 
then you know that department must have something good going on.”
She also was impressed by the Honors Program’s mission to facilitate 
the education of students holistically in such areas as academics, 
leadership, and service-learning.
“I was really impressed by what I saw when reading about the 
Honors Program’s goals and accomplishments,” said Guadagno. “As a 
parent, I think it’s a great program for making sure students are well-
rounded and engaged in exciting learning opportunities. I’m glad I get 
to be involved in it.”
Next time you come by the Eidson House, be sure to give our new 
administrative assistant a warm welcome! 
WELCOME, Sue Guadagno!
INQUIRY IN IRELAND
The Honors Inquiry in Ireland program continues to 
result in outstanding opportunities for students.  In 2015, 
ten honors students traveled to Southeastern Ireland to 
investigate the push and pull factors that contributed to 
migration from County Wexford, Ireland to Savannah, 
Georgia. As part of the ongoing transatlantic research 
project entitled the Wexford-Savannah Axis, and led by 
Dr. Steven Engel and Dr. Howard Keeley, honors students 
spent two weeks looking for answers to such questions as 
why Wexfordians immigrated to Savannah and what they 
left behind.
Partnered with the Waterford Institute of Technology 
(WIT), honors students analyzed primary sources at 
locations such as the Wexford County Archives, the newly-
created Graves Archives at WIT, and even the National 
Archives of Ireland and the National Library in Dublin. 
Some answers, however, could not be found on paper.
“This trip taught me that primary research isn’t just sitting 
in archives,” said Kayla Allen (civil engineering ‘18). “Primary 
research involves getting out there and seeing the places 
you’re studying for yourself.”
In November, this project was awarded a $35,000 
grant from the Irish Government Department of Foreign 
Affairs to promote broader understanding of Wexford 
heritage among Savannah’s Irish-American community. 
Past participants in the research, Aleyna Rentz, Olivia 
Perdue, Brittany Sealey, and Scott Oswald, delivered poster 
presentations of their findings to a group of about 100 at 
the Savannah Golf Club at an event to formally announce 
the grant.
Oswald said, “Presenting in Savannah was such a positive 
experience. It’s great to see so much community interest in 
our research.”
A group of 14 students, including four past participants, 
will continue the research project in May and June 2016. 
HONORS IN ACTIONHONORS IN ACTIONHONORS I  ACTION HONORS IN ACTION
In summer 2015, honors students found the outdoors to be their 
classroom. Eleven students trekked to Red River Gorge, Kentucky, 
for the latest addition to the University Honors Program’s line-up 
of alternative break trips. Developed by Julie Swantek (’16) and 
Justin Yun (’16), two honors outdoor recreation majors, the five-
day trip featured day-hikes, volunteer work, and kayaking. Both 
students worked with Dr. John Peden, who also went on the trip. 
Students volunteered at Daniel Boone National Forest doing 
cleanup and maintenance. The National Park Service strives to 
promote the management of natural resources, so Yun felt this 
was a good match for the University Honors Program. “The 
honors program focuses on civic responsibility and we wanted to 
reproduce that in the wilderness, too,” Yun said. On the way back 
from Kentucky, the group stopped in Boone, North Carolina, and 
took inflatable kayaks down Wilson Creek. 
This May, Dr. Peden and two returning students from last 
year’s trip—Leah Anderson (recreation ’18) and Garrett Metropol 
(mechanical engineering ’18)—will lead a group on a weeklong 
trip to Cumberland Island.
HONORS OUTDOORS
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ALTERNATIVE
BREAK TRIPS
2016
PROJECT PURA VIDA!
The Program returned to Costa Rica this past March for the second 
year of Project Pura Vida!  Six students joined Dra. Leticia McGrath 
in volunteering at the Costa Rican Humanitarian Foundation (CRHF) 
in La Carpio.  Students met with CRHF founder Gail Nystrom and 
learned about the work that organization does in assisting the 
Nicaraguan refugee community.
Bailey Kirk, who went on the trip last year and this year returned 
in a leadership role said, “I don’t know what was the most amazing 
part of the Pura Vida trip, meeting new people, being in the gorgeous 
environment, or interacting with the people of La Carpio.”
Students worked on various physical improvements in the 
community, including painting a house for one of the older residents.
“This year, we were given the opportunity to help with the elderly 
of La Carpio,” Kirk said. “We heard their personal stories of arriving 
to Costa Rica from Nicaragua and how their lives have changed 
drastically. There is so much more to be done within La Caprio, but 
with the Costa Rican Humanitarian Foundation they are well on their 
way to becoming a great community.” 
CAMP BLUE SKIES
The Honors Alternative Break Trip to work with Camp Blue Skies at 
Camp Twin Lakes had another successful spring break. Now in its sixth-
year, the longest running Honors trip took 20 students to work at camp 
as cabin counselors and activity leaders for adults with developmental 
disabilities. 
Dr. Brent Wolfe, who leads the trip with Dr. Jerri Kropp, describes 
Camp Blues Skies as “a place where those typically ignored and 
marginalized by society are embraced and accepted. These amazing 
individuals become the therapists and counselors for all the volunteers 
and teach us the value of life and what it means to be human.”
Students participated with campers in all sorts of outdoor and 
recreational activities from arts and crafts to yoga and zip-line. This 
year, Sarah Holmes returned for her fourth year of work at the camp. 
Erica Teilhaber and Madison Monk (also multiple-year participants), 
completed honors thesis projects that involved research focused on 
Camp Blue Skies at Camp Twin Lakes.
AT CAMP TWIN LAKES
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In the Eidson House kitchen, a sign tacked 
to the bulletin board reads “Please keep 
our kitchen clean! Remember…your mother 
doesn’t live here!” Under this admonition, an 
anonymous Honors student scribbled their 
rebuttal: “Mrs. Rushing is our mother! But she 
just works here.”
Even if she did not literally live at the Eidson 
House, administrative assistant Linda Rushing 
served as a maternal figure for students from 
both the Bell Honors Program and University 
Honors Program for the past fourteen years.
“When your family lives far away like mine, 
Linda’s like an extended family member,” said 
Alicia Carter (psychology/sociology ’15), one of 
the many students who frequently stopped by 
the Eidson House. “She makes you feel at home.”
For many students like Carter, Rushing’s 
retirement feels more like a family member 
moving away. After all, Rushing has been part 
of the university system for the past thirty-
one years. She first began working on campus 
in 1984 as part of the UGA Cooperative 
Extension Service, a job that found her in 
the Rosenwald Building helping coordinate 
conferences for agricultural specialists. In 
1990, Rushing accepted her first position as 
a Georgia Southern employee at the newly-
opened University Union, known to current 
students as the Russell Union. Her new job 
allowed her to experience the grand opening 
of Georgia Southern’s first student union.
“We’d never had anything like that building 
on campus before,” said Rushing. “I remember 
they invited celebrities and performers to the 
opening. It was so much fun to help with the 
grand opening.”
After seven years working for the director 
of the student union, Rushing moved into a 
secretary position under the Vice President 
of Student Affairs, Dr. Jack Nolan. This job 
inadvertently led her to the Honors Program.
“It was actually quite by accident,” Rushing 
said of her transition from Student Affairs to 
Honors.
When Dr. Nolan had to leave the University 
to tend to his wife’s health problems, his 
replacement came in with her own secretary, 
leaving Rushing without a job. She applied for 
several open positions on campus, including 
two part-time secretary jobs, one for the 
Bell Honors Program and the other for the 
University Honors Program, which were 
separate at the time. While she was surprised 
to get both positions, Dr. Hew Joiner, the Bell 
Honors Program Director, knew he wanted 
to hire Rushing the moment he spotted her 
name in the pool of applicants.
“I knew from what Dr. Nolan told me that 
she’d be a gem for Bell Honors—she was good 
with students and really cared about her job,” 
said Dr. Joiner. “I jumped at the chance to hire 
her, and she’s been in that chair ever since. 
I counted myself very lucky at that moment.”
Until the integration of Bell Honors and 
University Honors, Rushing worked for Dr. 
Joiner in the morning and Dr. Martha Abell, 
the University Honors Program director, in the 
afternoon.
Dr. Abell said, “She was a really big help 
when Bell Honors merged with the University 
Honors Program. She made the transition a 
lot easier for students.”
Since 2005, she worked with Honors 
Director Dr. Steven Engel, the longest amount 
of time she has spent with any one supervisor.
“Linda has truly been the constant for the 
Honors Program since the turn of the century,” 
said Dr. Engel. “When she started with the 
program we had less than 200 honors 
students and now we have over 500.  She 
truly cares about the students and that has 
made all the difference for so many of them 
over the years.” For Rushing, the students 
have made the past several years worthwhile.
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“One of the best parts of my job was getting 
to help students, as well as get to know them,” 
said Rushing. “I’ve never had any student act 
rude or disrespectful towards me.”
According to Dr. Joiner, Rushing 
reciprocates that niceness: “She’s just really 
warm and outgoing and treats everyone 
nicely. It’s genuine, not an affectation. For 
some people, it’s a mask, but not with Linda. 
She just gets along with everyone.”
Carter echoes this sentiment, “She’s one 
of the friendliest people I know. She’s always 
interested in hearing about what’s going on in 
your life.”
In addition to befriending all the students, 
Rushing also seemed to be acquainted with 
everyone at Georgia Southern.
“I really learned a lot from Linda, especially 
when it came to knowing who to call on 
campus whenever I needed something,” said 
Dr. Abell. “She always knew exactly who to 
get in touch with.”
Dr. Joiner agreed with this point, “She 
literally knows everyone on campus.”
“At Georgia Southern, we talk often about 
the “small-feel” of the campus,” said Dr. 
Engel.  “Well, it’s people like Linda who give 
us that feeling. She cared for the students as 
individuals—often patiently listening to their 
concerns and worries. We all miss her very 
much.”
In regard to Rushing’s relationships with 
everyone both in the Honors Program and 
across the University, it is easy to see why she 
initially had reservations about retiring.
“I never really planned to retire, but I think 
while I’m in good health I should get out and 
do things I don’t have time to do while I’m 
working,” said Rushing.
Her plans include visiting family and 
friends, volunteering at a local church camp 
this summer, and, perhaps most important, 
spending time with her two grandchildren, 
Cal and Lucy.
“Even though they’re little, we’ve already 
started talking about college,” said Rushing. 
“They said they’re coming here so they can 
live with me.”
While looking forward to spending 
retirement with her family, Rushing said she’ll 
miss the family she has within the Honors 
Program.
“The students I originally started working 
with are all grown up, and some are 
married and have children. Seeing what 
they accomplished after graduation is so 
awesome. They’re like my children,” said 
Rushing. “It’s a bittersweet goodbye when 
they leave, and I’m going to feel the same way 
when I leave.”
It was bittersweet goodbye for both the 
students and faculty in the Honors Program, 
as well, because for us, Linda was not just an 
administrative assistant, she’s family—even if 
she does not actually live at the Eidson House.
“LINDA HAS 
TRULY BEEN THE 
CONSTANT FOR 
THE HONORS 
PROGRAM SINCE 
THE TURN OF THE 
CENTURY.”
DR. STEVEN ENGEL
Director, University Honors Program
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One of the Honors Program’s missions is 
to provide bright and motivated students 
with an interactive, academically-enriching 
community, and this year’s inaugural Honors 
Living Learning Community (LLC) took that 
experience to the next level.
Honors Moves
Last August, Honors freshmen settled into their 
new home away from home in Centennial Place 
Building 2. Their transition to dorm living was made 
easier by Honors volunteers, including Community 
Leaders and upperclassmen residents of the Honors 
LLC, who helped unload cars and transport students’ 
belongings to their new dorm rooms.
“The volunteers at move-in day were extremely 
helpful,” said Lilly Donnell (English & writing and 
linguistics ’19). “I appreciated having people there to 
help me get my stuff moved upstairs. It made me feel 
very welcome here.”
Following move-in day, members of the Honors 
LLC participated in a day of activities designed 
to get new students acquainted with one another 
and the Honors Program. The morning kicked off 
with Campus as Text, which required students to 
explore campus to formulate an understanding of 
how individual locations create one unified campus. 
Students shared their insightful findings with their 
peers and gained new perspectives on Georgia 
Southern University.
“It was a good time to interact with my peers in 
a fun way we might not be able to in class,” said 
Connor Rentz (film and production ’19). “It was a 
great way to get to know my classmates.”
Honors Common Read
The day’s events also featured a discussion of 
the common read for Honors freshmen, The World 
Beyond Your Head: On Becoming an Individual in 
an Age of Distraction by Michael Crawford. The 
conversation was led by Dr. Steven Engel and Dr. 
Fred Richter, who discoursed with students on topics 
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Honors LLC Film Night
inspired by the book, ranging from distraction in the 
digital age to writer David Foster Wallace to what it 
means to be an honors student. 
The book continued to be a focus in discussions 
in the Honors FYE classes and among the students 
in the community. The program is already looking 
forward to next year’s book.
Honors in the LLC
The faculty who teach honors sections of the 
First-Year Experience course hosted various events 
in the Café and Community Rooms in the LLC.  Dr. 
Chris Caplinger held a primaries debate watching 
party for his course on Modern Political Debate, and 
Dr. Jerri Kropp and Dr. Trent Maurer met with their 
Animal-Assisted Therapy class to watch the film 
Dogs on the Inside about the use of therapy dogs in 
prisons. 
The faculty who lead the Honors Program’s study 
abroad and alternative break trips held information 
sessions in Centennial Place, giving the students an 
opportunity to learn more about these trips and how 
to apply to participate. Dra. Leticia McGrath talked 
about Project Pura Vida! Honors in Costa Rica with 
the help of students who participated in last year’s 
trip.  Dr. Jerri Kropp and Dr. Brent Wolfe recruited 
participants for Camp Blue Skies at Camp Twin 
Lakes.  And Dr. Steven Engel and Dr. Howard Keeley 
presented on the Honors Inquiry in Ireland study 
abroad trip.
Honors Cooks
One of the more popular events during the year 
was Cooking with the Profs. Not quite a cooking 
show, but not exactly the classroom either, these 
events brought students and faculty together 
around food and fun.  Faculty could share favorite 
meals and maybe a little history of the dish, and 
students helped out with the process and told their 
own culinary stories.  Dr. Francis Desiderio kicked 
off the series with his recipe for marinara sauce.  Dr. 
Howard Keeley showed the students how to make 
pizza.  Fried shrimp was on the menu when Dr. Brad 
Edwards visited.  And Dr. Nathan Palmer created a 
bean dip.
“It was a good time to interact with my 
peers in a fun way we might not be able 
to in class.”
Connor Rentz
Film and Production ‘19
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CESAR PEREZ
Cesar Perez, a recent graduate in multimedia communications, got 
his start in the film industry by unusual means: he missed a casting call.
“Magic Mike XXL was filming in Savannah, so I sent in my resume and 
got called in, but I wasn’t able to go because I had exams,” said Perez.
Although Perez could not work on this particular film, the casting 
director, one of the biggest in the Southeast, asked Perez to keep 
in touch. This relationship ultimately led to stand-in roles in several 
films and TV shows filmed in the area, specifically in Georgia. Now, 
only a few months into his acting career, Perez has already worked 
alongside such household names as Robert DeNiro, Zac Efron, Danny 
McBride, and Adam Sandler—and that’s only naming a few.
Perez explained his role in these movies: “As a stand-in, you’re 
essentially an actor’s double, so you do everything they do in a scene. 
You help them set up the scene and prepare for filming it.”
Despite the job’s obvious perks, filming high-profile projects with 
Hollywood’s elite certainly isn’t an easy job. Sometimes, shoots can go 
on for hours, occasionally extending into the night.
“It is pretty exhausting work depending on the scene,” said Perez. 
“It’s time consuming, but everyone does their best to make sure 
everything goes smoothly. It’s all worth it for the finished product.”
Perez’s initial goal was to work in television production, but he’s 
content with the unexpected turn his career has taken. For now, he 
plans to stick with acting, but he’s open to whatever comes his way.
“Since Georgia’s film industry has grown so much, I may stay here,” 
said Perez, “but if opportunity knocks, I’m willing to take it.”
Thomas Eisenhart
Life has been busy for 2010 Honors alumnus Thomas 
Eisenhart since his graduation six years ago. After 
spending his first post-graduate year in Northern Ireland 
to study at Queen’s University, Belfast with a Rotary 
Foundation Ambassador Scholarship, Eisenhart returned 
to America to complete his Ph.D. in analytical chemistry 
at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. Despite 
the demands of graduate school, Eisenhart found time 
to pay his alma mater a visit on October 16, when he 
presented his research to the chemistry department. 
His talk, “Spectroscopic Monitoring of Proton-Coupled 
Electron Transfer Reactions,” documented his work over 
the past four years to develop new methods to better 
monitor a class of reactions, proton-coupled electron 
transfer, which play an important role in developing new 
energy technologies.
“Through my research, I’ve been able to deeply explore 
the chemistry associated with many of the energy 
challenges facing society today,” said Eisenhart, “and I’m 
glad I got to share this research with both students and 
members of the department.”
As a former 1906 scholar, Eisenhart was in these 
students’ position only a few years ago. He cites his 
time as an honors student as a period during which 
his intellectual curiosity was enhanced and his critical 
thinking skills sharpened.
“These two qualities,” Eisenhart said, “along with the 
drive needed to push through the ups and downs of 
graduate school, were key in helping me successfully work 
towards a Ph.D.”
His spirit of intellectual inquiry has led him to pursue 
opportunities outside the field of chemistry. Following 
graduation, Eisenhart will begin working in the 
management consulting industry, in which he will be able 
to break new ground in his professional life.
“I really enjoy problem solving, and this job will give me 
the opportunity to help solve some of the most complex 
and important issues facing large, global corporations,” 
said Eisenhart. “Also, while a Ph.D. in chemistry takes 
around five years, the typical client engagement is only 
a few months, so the opportunity to experience numerous 
industries and business models is also an exciting 
proposition.”
Adam Hils (BHP, English, 1988) received a Masters of Science in 
Management from Georgia Tech in 2000, and has worked 
in various areas of information security. He is now an industry 
analyst for Gartner, and helps clients optimize their security 
postures. He and his wife Courtney have two children, Walker 
(14) and Sadie (8).
Ashley Anderson (BHP, Art, Minor in Philosophy, 2005) currently 
lives and works in Atlanta, showing art frequently. He recently sold 
three of his pieces to the High Museum of Art for their exhibition 
“Sprawl” which ran from July to October of 2015. 
Nathan Dunn (UHP, Math, 2011) currently works as an assistant 
actuary for USHealth Administrators in Texas.
Mandy (Wommack) Nasworthy (UHP, Biology, 2011) attends 
the Medical College of Georgia where she is currently a senior 
medical student. She was married in July of 2013 to a fellow 
Georgia Southern University graduate.
Jacob Taylor (UHP, History, Geology, 2011) has been working in 
the field of outdoor education since his graduation. His work 
has included environmental programs, adventure programs, 
and at-risk programs. He has been running trips that involve 
hiking, canoeing, sea kayaking, sailing, caving, rock climbing, and 
abseiling from Australia, along the US East Coast, and now in 
the country parks of Hong Kong. He is also a Leave No Trace 
Master Educator, Life-Guard and CPR Instructor, Coastal Sea 
Kayak Coach, and a nationally recognized Assessor in Australia.
Jennye Ward (UHP, Chemistry, 2011) moved to Atlanta, Georgia 
after her graduation, where she worked as an Oak Ridge Institute 
for Science and Education Fellow in the Tobacco and Volatiles 
Branch at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for four 
years. While living in Atlanta, she attended the Georgia Institute 
of Technology and earned a Master of Science in Chemistry 
degree in December of 2014. She then moved to Albany, GA and 
joined the United States Department of Agriculture’s Science & 
Technology Program as a temporary hire in May 2015. She was 
then selected for a full-time Chemist position in July of 2015. 
She works at the National Science Laboratory (NSL) in Blakely, 
GA and in the new NSL-Blakely satellite laboratory in Dawson, 
GA. She currently lives in Albany, GA where she enjoys spending 
time with her fiancé, Jake Wallace, another University Honors 
Program alumnus, family, and friends.
Nicole Infarinato (UHP, Biology, 2012) began working as a 
research technician in a neuroblastoma laboratory at the 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia soon after her graduation 
from Georgia Southern University.  This two-year experience 
sparked her interest in cancer biology and reaffirmed her desire 
to pursue a PhD.  She is now a first year graduate student at the 
Rockefeller University in New York City and she plans to join a 
thesis laboratory where she can study cancer or stem cell biology. 
She is also engaged to Ryan Platt, a Georgia Southern University 
Men’s Soccer Team alumnus now working in investment banking. 
Allyson Lumpkin (UHP, Multimedia Communications, 2012) 
currently works for the U.S. District Court for the Northern 
District of Alabama as a Law Clerk. 
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ALUMNI NEWS 2015-2016 GraduatesGEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY HONORS PROGRAM
Samantha Akins
Nutrition and Food Science
Brassica oleracea var. Italica (Broccoli) and 
Brassica oleracea var. Italica x Alboglabra 
(Broccolini): A Comparison of Vitamin C 
Content and Consumer Acceptability.
Dr. Joelle Romanchik-Cerpovicz
Austin Bennett 
Accounting
The Financial Effects of the Affordable Care 
Act on Small Businesses
Dr. Charles Harter
Lydia Biggs 
English
The Odes Project
Dr. Joe Pellegrino 
Megan Bright 
International Studies
Faces of Immigration: The American Dream is 
Not Dead
Dr. Darin Van Tassell
Kirsten Brodmann 
Early Childhood Education
Teacher Attitudes toward Latin Instruction at 
the Elementary Level
Dr. Yasar Bodur
Trevor Camper 
Finance and Economics
Catch 22: Perceived Issues with Quantitative 
Easing and the Asset Purchase Mechanism
Dr. Bill Yang
Kaitlyn Carmichael 
Exercise Science
An Examination of Happiness between 
Race, Gender, and School Classification: An 
Echo Boomer Analysis 
Dr. Daniel Czech
Alicia Carter 
Psychology and Sociology 
The Effects of Mindfulness on Affect and 
Substance Use
Dr. Jessica J. Brooks
Brianna Carter 
Health Education and Promotion
Association of Religious Commitment with 
Perceived Stress Levels in College Students
Dr. Ashley Walker
Michael Conner 
Writing & Linguistics
Reformation
Prof. Jared Yates Sexton and Dr. Lisa Costello
Markus Cotton 
History
Typical Bavarian Soldiers?
Dr. Brian Feltman
Collin Daly 
Electrical Engineering
Novel H.265 Video Traffic Prediction Models 
Using Artificial Neural Networks
Dr. Rami Haddad
Kelly E. Daniel 
Psychology
The Effect of Peer Presence on Adolescent 
Risk-Taking Behaviors
Dr. Ty W. Boyer
Zachary Davidson 
Computer Science
Connecting the Business to IT Operations: 
The Coca-Cola Company
Dr. Andrew Allen
Jessica Davis 
Early Childhood Education
Co-Teaching: Creating Differences in Teachers’ 
Professional Identities 
Dr. Yasar Bodur and Dr. Meca Williams-Johnson
Alexis Davison 
History
Shaping the Public Mind: Edward Bernays and 
the Rise of Public Relations
Dr. Craig Roell
Giselle Devot 
Communication Studies
Pursuit of Conflict: A Training and Development 
Packet for Conflict Management
Dr. Abby Brooks
Don Faulk 
Marketing
The Impact of Status Consumption on Luxury 
Consumption Behaviors: The Influence of 
Culture 
Dr. Jacqueline Eastman
Maximilian Fey 
Psychology 
Working Memory and Cued Recall
Dr. Karen Naufel
Kristen Flippo 
Writing & Linguistics 
Hans Christian Andersen: Retellings of Fairytales
Prof. Jared Yates Sexton
Austin Glover 
Accounting
Publishing in the Top Journals: A Cross-
Disciplinary Study
Dr. Lowell Mooney and Dr. Axel Grossmann
Carmen Gray 
English
Re-Presenting the Past: Valuing Perspective 
and the Plural Nature of Truth in the Historical 
Poems of Rita Dove
Dr. Joe Pellegrino 
Kelsey Keane 
After completing her English degree at Georgia Southern a little over a year ago, Honors 
alumna Kelsey Keane packed her bags for Kosovo, a small country located in Southeastern 
Europe. Keane settled into Mitrovicë, Kosovo in September 2014, where she worked as a 
Fulbright English Teaching Assistant for nine months.
“I was a cultural ambassador to high school and university students in Kosovo,” said Keane. 
“While abroad, my greatest responsibility was to implement Western classroom models with 
the city’s public high school: encouraging engaged learning through student participation, 
extracurricular activities, and innovative curriculum development.”
Her positive impact on Mitrovicë was not limited to the classroom as Keane served as 
a guest lecturer at local nonprofits and universities concerning American culture and its 
higher education system. She also participated in teacher training programs, summer camp 
development, and community service projects throughout the city.
Keane’s recent return to her hometown of Savannah has provided her with the opportunity 
to fight economic inequality at home. She currently works as a loaned associate for the United 
Way of the Coastal Empire annual giving campaign, a local organization whose mission is to 
combat poverty in certain counties of Southeast Georgia.
While Keane is not currently planning to work abroad in the near future, she is preparing 
for her next big adventure: law school.
“Nine months living in Kosovo provided the context to establish my ideas on communal 
transitions from negative to positive peace,” said Keane. “My observations also led me to 
commit fully to the study of law as my research interests expanded to exploring legal codes’ 
impact on post-conflict societal progress.”
Kathryn (Crenshaw) Sconyers (UHP, Early Childhood 
Education, 2012) taught Pre-K at Gabriel’s House, a foster home 
in Midway, GA for two years, and is currently teaching at Julia 
P. Bryant Elementary. She was married in November of 2014 
and began her Masters Degree in Early Childhood Education in 
January of this year. 
Philip Stevens (UHP, Physics, 2012) is currently a Junior Engineer 
at Bill Austin and Associates in Indiana. 
Benny Ratliff (UHP, Music, 2014) is currently a graduate assistant 
with the Ole Miss Pride of the South band at the University of 
Mississippi. He is working on his Masters of Music in Music 
Education, and assists with all aspects of the band program, both 
marching and concert band. After grad school, he plans to teach 
high school band for several years before returning to school to 
earn his PhD in Music Education.
Dora Suarez (UHP, Philosophy and Modern Languages, 2014) 
will join the New School for Social Research in New York City 
to pursue a doctorate in Philosophy. She has been awarded the 
Provost Scholarship.
Ariel Vipond (UHP, French, Anthropology, 2014) accepted a position 
with Canine Companions for Independence in Santa Rosa, CA, as 
an Instructor Assistant in August of 2014.  In May 2015 she was 
promoted to Apprentice Instructor and is currently training her first 
string of assistance dogs. The trajectory of Ariel’s post-collegiate 
career is due in large part to her involvement in Dr. Jerri Kropp’s 
and Dr. Trent Maurer’s Animal-Assisted Therapy FYE course for 
three years of her undergraduate career; first, as a student, then 
later as a Peer Leader and a Service-Learning Facilitator.
Ty Von Plinsky (UHP, Information Technology, 2014) interned 
twice at NPR since his graduation from Georgia Southern, 
and is currently a Technical Support Specialist at Discovery 
Communications. 
James Devlin (UHP, Writing and Linguistics, 2015) is currently 
a graduate student at Georgia Southern University studying 
Student Affairs. He has started an assistantship with the Office 
of Student Organizations. 
Kaitlyn Hanley (UHP, Biology, 2015) is currently pursuing her 
Masters of Science in Biological Sciences at Clemson University. 
Her research is centered on studying projected populations of 
American pika populations in the Greater Yellowstone Region 
due to warmer climates.
Kori Williams (UHP, Biology, 2015) is working a research assistant 
for the Associate Dean of Nursing Research in the College 
of Nursing at Augusta University. She is involved in piloting a 
study that tests the implications of diet changes for individuals 
affected by diabetes and colorectal cancer. The study includes 
clinical research, direct interaction with patients, and analysis of 
samples collected. In addition to this, Kori is undergoing training 
to become a Phlebotomy Certified Technician.
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Courtney Hartman 
Early Childhood Education
Teacher Influence on Elementary School 
Students’ Participation in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics
Dr. Meca Williams-Johnson
Nathan Hayenga  
Finance and Economics 
The Effect of Doctors without Borders on 
Low- and Middle-Income Countries in Sub-
Saharan Africa
Dr.  Bill Yang
Rebecca Henderson 
Accounting
South Korea’s Transition From K-GAAP to IFRS
Dr. Leslie Fletcher
Melissa C. Hinely 
Psychology
Understanding Emotion in Relation to Drinking 
Motivation
Dr. Jessica J. Brooks
Sterling Holcomb 
Electrical Engineering
Machine Learning Through Mimicry and 
Association
Dr. Rocio Alba-Flores
Sarah Holmes 
Psychology 
The Effect of Media on Self-Objectification 
and Gender-Role Conflict in College Students
Dr. Shauna Joye
Xavieria Jeffers 
Political Science and History
The Persistence of the Welfare State: A 
Comparative Analysis  
Dr. Jamie Scalera 
David Dylan John 
Construction Management 
Building Information Modeling (BIM) 
Technology Adoption and Implementation in 
the Sri Lankan Construction Industry; First part 
– The Diagnosis
Dr. Marcel Maghiar
Connor Kasten 
Economics and Finance
The Environmental Kuznets Curve for the 
European Union
Dr. Jaehyuk Lee
Justin Kemple 
Psychology and Criminal Justice
The Relationships between Psychopathy, 
Empathy, and Everyday Moral Decision 
Making in an Undergraduate Sample
Dr. Amy Hackney
Robin Lane 
Psychology and Art 
Schadenfreude, the Dark Triad, and the Effect 
of Music on Emotion
Dr. Ty W. Boyer
Kate Lawrence 
Public Relations
The Media’s Portrayal of the Measles Outbreak 
Dr. Michelle Groover
Shauntell Luke 
Biology
The Role of ITGA6 on Tumor Progression
Dr. Vinoth Sittaramane 
Kyle Mahoney 
Physics
Synthesis and Characterization of 
Nanoparticle-Coupled Proteins in Human 
Serum Albumin 
Dr. Li Ma
McKinley May 
English
Continuity in Color: The Persistence of 
Symbolic Meaning in Myths, Tales, and Tropes
Dr. Joe Pellegrino 
James “Ronney” Miller III  
Mechanical Engineering 
Scalability of Microscale Fractal-Like 
Branching Channel Networks
Dr. David Calamas
Madison Monk 
Recreation
Measuring Perceptions in Quality of Life 
After Camp
Dr. Brent Wolfe
Allison Mueller  
Art
Southern Steam Prints: Large Scale Reductive 
Printmaking
Prof. Patricia Carter
Yolande Neil 
Information Systems
Web Scraping the Easy Way 
Dr. John N. Dyer
Rachel Neuhauser 
Sociology
Making Sense of the Distrust of Chinese 
Government in Light of China’s Successes in 
Economic Modernization
Dr. Pidi Zhang
Victoria Neuhauser 
Management
Examining the Interplay of Supervisor 
and Subordinate Leadership Style in the 
Performance Evaluation Process
Dr. Feruzan Irani Williams
Connor Ondriezek 
Psychology
The Effects of Alcohol-Related Stimuli Priming 
on the Expression of Relational Aggression
Dr. Jessica Brooks
Scott Oswald 
Biology 
When the Leaves Fall: Modeling Seasonal 
Variation of Litter Flux in an Urban Forest
Dr. José Checo Colón-Gaud
Kelsey Pierson 
Psychology and Spanish
The Effects of Rape Myths and Expert 
Testimony on Juror Decision Making in a 
Sexual Assault Case
Dr. Amy Hackney
Morgan Podczervinski 
Political Science
Human Trafficking: Legislation and Extent
Dr. Courtney Burns 
Sarabeth Porter 
Mathematics
Directed Proper Connection of Graphs
Dr. Colton Magnant
Spencer Price 
Psychology
The Effects of Size and Principal Axis 
Difference Ration on the Use of Featural and 
Geometric Cues
Dr. Kent D. Bodily
Ashleigh Rasheed 
Political Science  
Impacts of Prisons in Rural Communities: 
Economic and Social Factors 
Dr. Joshua Kennedy
Sarah Roessler 
Chemistry 
Incorporation of TEMPO and PEG 
Functionalities into ROMP Polymers via Click 
Reaction
Dr. Hans J. Schanz
Tyler Rogers 
Psychology 
Color Me, Please: How Color-emotion 
Stimulus Pairs Affect Our Perceptions
Dr. Shauna Joye
Kimberly Rudolph 
International Studies
The Importance of Music Festivals: An 
Unanticipated and Underappreciated Path to 
Identity Formation
Dr. Darin Van Tassell
Shelby Scherer 
Chemistry
Exploring the Relationship of MBD1 Protein 
Binding CpG Sites of Methylated DNA
Dr. Amanda Stewart
Audrey Scholz 
Chemistry
Bio-Based Composites for Tissue Engineering 
from Tung Oil and Collagen
Dr. Rafael Quirino
Joel Shafer 
Sociology
Human Trafficking: Exploration of Best 
Practices for Restoration and Integration for 
Survivors in Southeastern United States
Dr. April Schueths
Jessica Shanken 
International Studies
Creating Peace in Our Communities: An Analysis 
of Community Reconciliation Techniques
Dr. Darin Van Tassell
Lyndsey E. Shelton 
International Studies
X-Men, Dragon Age, and Religion: 
Representations of Religion and the Religious 
in Comic Books, Video Games, and Their 
Related Media
Dr. Darin Van Tassell
Mikaela Shupp 
Business Management and Spanish
A Human Resource Approach to Improving an 
Alternative Break Experience
Dr. Trey Denton and Katy Kaesebier
Andrew Smallwood 
Political Science
Who’s in Charge of Whom? A Study into the 
Deference Paid By Federal Court Judges to 
Executive Agencies
Dr. Brett Curry
Brittany Smith 
Biology 
Sodium Indicator in Embryonic Systems
Dr. Vinoth Sittaramane 
Jasmine Smith  
Information Systems 
Accounting Information Systems: Ethics, 
Fraudulent Behavior, and Preventative 
Measures
Dr. Thomas Case
Asha Stegall 
Exercise Science 
Quantitative Study: Comparing the On and 
Off Field Anxiety Levels of Athletes and Non-
Athletes
Dr. Daniel Czech
Julie Swantek 
Recreation & Tourism Management
The Influence of Group Development on 
Stress Appraisal and Coping Responses to 
Expedition Trip Leaders
Dr. John Peden
Mallory Tafoya 
Music Education/ Choral
Recruitment and Retention in Choral 
Programs Outside of a School Setting
Dr. Laura Stambaugh
Erica Teilhaber 
Recreation
Perceptions of Adults with Intellectual 
Disabilities on Experiences at a Weeklong 
Camp
Dr. Brent Wolfe
Danielle Turner 
Biology
An Industrial Chemical Used in Coal-
Washing Influences Plankton Communities in 
Freshwater Microcosms
Dr. Risa Cohen
Lindsey Wells 
Biology
The Behavioral Response of Culex erraticus to 
Different Snake Odors
Dr. William Irby
Valerie Welty 
Mathematics
Mathematical Models for Infectious Disease 
Transmission with Stochastic Simulation of 
Measles Outbreaks
Dr. Patricia Humphrey
John Whetsell 
Philosophy
Culprit of Double Ignorance: Enslavement to 
Fear of the Unknown
Dr. Hemchand Gossai
Seroyah Williams 
Justice Studies
Police and Gangs Comparison
Dr. Adam Bossler
Stone Williford 
Mechanical Engineering
Dynamic Simulation and Analysis of FSAE 
Racer for Development of Stability Control 
System
Dr. Aniruddha Mitra
Laura Elizabeth Willimon 
Accounting
The Evolution of the Annual Report to 
Shareholders
Dr. Britton McKay
William Wilson 
History
The Orthodox Betrayal: How German 
Christians Embraced and Taught Nazism and 
Sparked a Christian Battle
Dr. Brian Feltman
Angela Winters 
History
Sex and Law: The Making of the New 
Englishman, 1860-1920
Dr. Robert Batchelor
Justin Yun
Recreation
Situational Influences on Experiences of Long 
Trail Hikers: An Application of Means-End 
Theory
Dr. John Peden
2015-2016 Graduates
GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY HONORS PROGRAM
Honors 2015-2016 Data
Honors Students
(34% Men, 66% Women, 77% White, 23% Non-white)
HONORS BY THE NUMBERS 2015-2016
134 New Freshmen
122 Georgia Residents (91%) 
1245 Average SAT
28.8 Average ACT
3.81 Average GPA (Unweighted) 
2016 Incoming  
Freshman Class  
Projections
90%
94%
91% 91%
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You can invest in the outstanding students of the University Honors 
Program by visiting our website and clicking "Invest in Honors."
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Honors 
Freshman 
Retention 
Rates
93%
Fa
ll 
20
14
 C
oh
or
t
Number of Honors Students
Fall 2006
295
Fall 2007
306
343
Fall 2008
Fall 2009
406
Fall 2010
451
Fall 2011
456
Fall 2012
423
Fall 2013
461
Fall 2014
470
501
Fall 2015
Honors Students by Academic College
Liberal Arts and Social Sciences  160
Science and Mathematics  101
Engineering & Information Technology  70 
Business Administration  69
Health and Human Sciences  62
Education  22 
Public Health  5
Undeclared  5 
501
Georgia Residents
443
Hours of Service and Leadership
20,818
Freshman Retention Rate
93%
Faculty Teach Honors Courses
140
Honors Courses Offered
98
NON PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
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www.georgiasouthern.edu/honors
